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Abstract. Starting with 2012 year, Romanian farmers have to respect the cross compliance 
requirements for Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC), the minimal requirements 
regarding the usage of fertilizers and pesticides for the crops protection and the Statutory Management 
Requirements (SMR). The novelty of the requirements imposed for the farmers in the crop field is 
connected with the necessity to respect the environmental protection measures, such as protection of 
the underground water, protection of the soil, protection of the water against of the nitrates and 
protection of the natural habitats (SMR 1- SMR 5). 
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Introduction. Encouraging of sustainable agricultural practices in Romania is 
realized by stimulation of farmers, who sign a voluntary commitment for five years. Starting 
with 2012 year, Romanian farmers have to respect the cross compliance requirements for 
Good Agricultural and Environmental Conditions (GAEC), the minimal requirements 
regarding the usage of fertilizers and pesticides for the crops’ protection and the Statutory 
Management Requirements (SMR). Non-observance of the cross compliance requirements 
determines negative implications on environment. The farmers who do not respect these 
requirements are sanctioned depending on both seriousness, dimension, on time effect of 
these implications and deliberate and recurrent characteristics of infringement. These 
sanctions can represent the reduction of payments amount or even the exclusion from 
payments for the measures or schemes which for problems arose.  
Aims and Objectives. The purpose of this paper is to present and to explain the new 
legal requirements regarding agricultural land administration and their connection with 
management requirements stipulated for the given of direct payments and agro-environmental 
payments. The novelty of the requirements imposed for the farmers in the crop field is 
connected with the necessity to respect the environmental protection measures, such as 
protection of the underground water, protection of the soil, protection of the water against of 
the nitrates and protection of the natural habitats (SMR 1- SMR 5).  
Materials and Methods. In order to achieve the mentioned aim both materials for 
farmers informing, spread through Agency for Payment and Interventions in Agriculture 
(APIA) by Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development (MADR), and specialty 
information in the field of vegetal production were used and analyzed.   
Results and Discussions. Romanian farmer’s commitment for sustainable agricultural 
practices and agro-environmental measures is supported both by payments and measures of 
financial support through European funds, provided in the frame of the two Pillars (FEOGA 
and EAFRD) of Commune Agricultural Policy (CAP) 2007-2013, and by national payments. 
The action devices for the mentioned financial sources are represented by Single Area 
Payment Scheme (SAPS), Complementary National Direct Payments Scheme (CNDP) and 
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Agro-environment payments. During 2008-2011 years the farmers who were eligible for any 
mentioned payment had to respect, as essential requirement for the entire surface of 
exploitation, eleven Good Agricultural and Environmental Condition (GAEC) and starting 
with 2012 the number of GAEC’s are twelve. During the four years certain requirements were 
modified alongside some elucidations regarding technical details and GAEC’s adjustment 
according to the European and national legislation. Thus, GAEC 7 till 2011 year indicated the 
compulsoriness of a permanent pastures’ management which included a minimum level of 
grazing or at least three cuttings. In these conditions farmers had the possibility to use 
permanent pastures under commitment either as grazing field or as hayfield, excluding the 
possibility of mixed usage. Also, in case of grazing was not indicated a minimum number of 
livestock per unit (LU per hectare), which could favor the apparition of under grazing with its 
negative effects. Among the negative effects which appear in case of under grazing can be 
mentioned: disappearance of species with good fodder value and spreading of species which 
are harmful for the vegetation of pastures, proliferation of species which are harmful for 
animal products, respectively accumulation of undecomposed vegetal scraps which determine 
poor soil aeration. Starting with 2012 year the mentioned difficulties were eliminated through 
modification of GAEC 7 content. In the new shape is specified both the possibility of mixed 
usage of permanent pastures and the minimum number of animals admitted on pasture (0.3 
LU/ha-1). Another requirement which was modified in time is GAEC 8. According GAEC 8, 
during 2008-2009 years it is allowed the setting on fire of pastures (dry vegetation of 
pastures) with the agreement of environmental authorities. The main loss in such situation is 
the reduction of biodiversity in these ecosystems caused both by direct fire and by high 
temperature in upper layers of soil and reduction of soil content in organic matter. In 2012 
year GAEC 8 forbids the burning of permanent pastures’ vegetation. GAEC code changed in 
2011 through elimination of GAEC 11 –compulsoriness of maintain the surface of permanent 
pastures existent at national level at 1 of January 2007– and through introduction of new 
standards for the protection and administration of waters with two GAEC’s. The elimination 
of GAEC 11 does not represent the renunciation at this obligation assumed by Romania but a 
correction for useless information. Introduction of new requirements for the new GAEC’s 11 
and 12 was a necessity for implementation in the agricultural practices from Romania of the 
EU water directive. Among the new cross-compliance requirements which have to be 
respected by farmers in relation with Standards for the protection and administration of waters 
can be mentioned: SMR–2 Protection of groundwater against polluting with harmful 
substances, SMR 3–Protection of environment, especially soil when sewage sludge is used in 
agriculture, SMR 4–Protection of water against pollution caused or induced by nitrates from 
agricultural sources. 
Conclusion. The new cross-compliance requirements (GAEC 7, SMR 1, SMR 3, 
SMR 4 and SMR 5) appeared in 2012 contribute to the maintenace and conservation of 
quality and biodiversity of pastures which are considered important ecosystems for 
environment. Statutory management requirement 2 (SMR 2) completes and clarifies the 
minimal requirements regarding both the usage, storage and handling of pesticides for the 
crops protection.  
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